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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE FEB 0 3 2005 



In re the application of 



Yoshihiro FUKANO et al . 



U.S. Serial No. 10/717,660 



Group Art Unit: 3753 



Filing Date: November 21, 2003 



Examiner: Kevin L. Lee 



Title: TWO-WAY VALVE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR § 
1.56, the attached form and document (s) indicate information of 
which the applicant (s) has/have recently become aware which may 
be relevant to the above-identified application. 

The information is in the form of references that have been 
cited in a corresponding a First Office Action from the German 
Patent Office, dated December 2, 2004, as a foreign counterpart 
application to the present application. 

A copy of the German Office Action is enclosed, along with 
copies of the three foreign references cited therein. Copies of 
the U.S. citations are not enclosed, as such references are 
readily available to the Examiner. 

The indication that the references have been cited in a 
foreign counterpart application satisfies the requirement for a 
concise explanation of relevance. See, MPEP § 609. 
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The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of this 
information by initialing and returning a copy of the Information 
Disclosure Citation form (PTO-1449) attached herewith. 



37 CFR 1.97(e) Statement . Each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 



This information is being submitted after receiving a First 
Office Action, but before receipt of a Final Office Action on the 
merits. Hence, in accordance with the 37 CFR § 1.97(e) Statement 
above, no fees are due. Should it be deemed that any fees are 
due in connection with this or any accompanying communication, 
authorization is given to charge such fees to the Attorney's 
Deposit Account No. 07-2519. 



Si 



igned, 



Date: February 3, 2005 



Paul A. Guss 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Guss u 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 33,099 



CS-32-031121 
775 S. 23rd St. #2 
Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 486-2710 
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PTO/SB/08A (DB-G3) 
Approved for uu throuon 07/31/20061 OMB Q65VOJB1 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Undr me Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995. no persons on> required to respond to a coWection of Irtfomiatton unlaw tt contains a vafld OMB control number. 
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Substitute for farm 1449/PTO 



Complete If Known 



AppOcatlon Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

{Use aa many efteeta aa necessary; 

HE 



FiHng Data 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/717,660 



November 21, 2003 



Yoshlhiro FUKANO 



3753 

Lee, Kevin L 



Attorney Docket Number CS-32-031121 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
WtiaJa* 


Ctta 

No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Data 
MM-OD.YYYY 


Name of Patentea or • 
Applicant of QJted Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Wham 
Relevant Pais ages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Wnd Code 1 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENT9 


Examiner 

Irtflala* 


ata 

No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Data 
MM-OO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Otad Document 


Paoa$..CoJumna. Unea, 
Where Relavant Passages 
Or Relevant Figure* Appear 


T* 


Country Cod»*T*jn*ief 4 TQnd Cod*" If Anew) 






OE19611664A1 


11-14-1996 
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10-22-1998 












DE198 11 191 A1 


10-22-1998 


















































the appropriate symbols aa Indicatad on the document under WPO Standard 8T.16 ff posalbie. Appicant le to piece a check mark here If English language 
Tra rotation la attached. 

Thia collection of Information la required by 37 CFR 1.07 and 1.M. The Information La required to obtain or retain a benefit by !ha pubic which la to flla (and by the 
USPTO to procaaa) an application. Confidentiality la governed by 36 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TWa oosecttan la eatimated to take 2 noun to compteta, 
tndudlng gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed appftcation form to the USPTO. Ttme *C1 vary depending upon the IndMdual case. Any commenta 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be aent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Offtce, PX>. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO; Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1490. Alexandria, VA 22313-1460, 

If you need assistance In completing the term, caff 1S00-PTO9199 (1*00-786-9199) and select option Z 
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PTO/sa/oaA (ow>3) 

Approve for um through 07/31/2006. OMB 065 A -0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Undar the Paperwork Reduction A rt of 1M5. no Persona an nfflujred to respond to | collection of Information unless It contains a yefld QMS control number. 



SubattUeforform 144WPTO, 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Stoat 



IT 



laUl 



Complete If Known 



Application Number 



Filing Oat* 



November 2 1,2003 



First Named Inventor 



Ait Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/717,660 



Yoshihiro FUKANO 



3753 

Lee, Kevin L 



CS-32-031121 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Ctte 

ho: 


Document Number 


PublfcatlonPate 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or* 
Applicant of Ptod Document 


Paget, Column*, Unas, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Flguree Appear 


Number-Knd Cod****—* 






us " 1.855.991 


04-26-1932 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCL 
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Examiner 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Data 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Apples nt of Cited Document 


Pages.CoJumns, Unas, 
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Or Relevant Figures Appear 
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Country CoeV-Nw*er 4 -Wnd CooVuTAnwrrt 
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11-14-1996 
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10-22-1998 
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Data 
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considered. Include copy of this farm wtti next oanrvnunteatton to eppHcanL 1 AppBcanta unique citation designation number (optional). 'See Kinds Code* of 
USPTO Patent Document* et www.uipto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. * EnUr Ottca that Issued the document by the two4«tUr code (WPO Standard ST3\. * For 
Japanese patent document* the Indteatton of tha year of the reign of (he Empsror must precede the serial numbar of the patent document TCndcf cccument by 
the appropriate aymboaj aa Indicated on the document under WPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. *App scant la to place a check mark here If Engtsh language 
Translation la attached. 

This GOtiscUon of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.08. Tha Information ts requked to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubuc which fa to fts (and by (he 
USPTO to process) an application. CcnfldenUaSty la governed by 39 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This oosecOon la estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
inducting gathering, preparing, end submitting tha completed sppfication farm to (he USPTO. Time wtt vary depending upon the todMduaJ case. Any comments 
on the amount of Ome you require to complete Utit form anoYor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to me Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Oftce, P.O. Box 1460, Alexandria, VA 22313-1430, DO NOT 8END FEE9 OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TOt Cemmtoatoner for Patenta, P.a eta 1430, Alexam^VA223t3-t4«. 

If you need assistance In completing the form, caS 1-800-PTO4199 (1-800-785-9199) and seiect option 2. 
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